Connecting Classrooms: Community Action Plan 
“Better Community Better Life” Joint-Curriculum Project (Three phases)

2010-2011 Academic Year 

Name of Community Action Project: Better Immersion of two generations in North Point Community
Objectives:

1. enable students to care about the people in need in the community so as to make it better

2. help students understand & appreciate the diversity which exists among different age group and traditions

3. students can work out their own action plan that they can carry out to make a difference to their community

Expected outcomes:

1. There will be a set of word cards with educational, communicational and entertaining functions.

2. There will be a better understanding among people in the community so as to build up a more harmonious community

Background and Rationales:

In Phase One of the BCBL, students found that there were quite a number of elderly people gathering at the pier of our community. They are mostly from Fujian province of China, where people speak Minnanese. The elderly are not financially poor but lonely. They enjoy having young people to care about them.  But our students found it hard to understand them since over 90% of Hong Kong people speak Cantonese, instead of Minnanese. In order to facilitate communication with them, we interviewed some Fujianese old people in one of our C.C.C churches to learn some common Minnanese words we need in our community.

As for the artwork of Phase One, we have produced a set of bilingual word cards (Chinese & English) to teach Minnanese & Cantonese (two Chinese dialects) pronunciation. It can make the two generations communicate better once they learn each other’s languages. The back of each card was designed as a postcard with an intention that we can send them to our partner school in England.

In Phase Two, we aim at producing more word cards & thinking about how to make the cards we produced more interesting and multi-functional to conduct interactive activities with the older generation. We have already started our first Phase Two meeting. What in our mind is card-stacking game, memory game and drawing game. We will produce more cards and then try the games out. We will polish or amend the games if necessary. Thus, we will hold more meetings for the word cards & games.

Subsequently, they will visit the Minnanese church again to play the games with the old people. Follow-up meetings for evaluation will also be held.

After the exhibition, the cards may be put on sale for charity purposes too.

Impacts on the local community:
It is hoped that it can lessen the generation gap between the young and the aged. A more harmonious community is expected.

With the exhibition of our artwork in Phase Three and the proposed sale of the word cards, more people are supposed to understand Minnanese and people in our community better. It can help to make a broader understanding of different dialects, age groups, traditions and customs in our society as a whole.

Impacts on the Students:
Students learn:

1. how to design postcards and card games

2. how to investigate, discuss and come up with ideas to improve our community

3. to understand & appreciate the diversity which exists among different age group and traditions

4. how to develop and put into practice their action plan to make a difference to their community

 Their generic skills, as well as their care and awareness of the society will be enhanced

The project team (Roles and responsibilities):

There are 19 members, from Secondary 3-4, in the team. In Phase One, two team leaders were selected. They led the team-mates to visit and investigate the neighbourhood. They took notes and found out the uniqueness of the community during excursions. After brainstorming what and how they could work on the issue. They worked out their plan with the help of teachers. They gathered information through taking photos & videos of the neighbourhood, as well as did research via surfing on the Internet for the card details. They are the ones to set questions for, interview and play with the elderly. Throughout the process, they can develop and put into practice their ideas.

Teachers/tutors guided and led students to their direction. Tutors provided technical help & advice for the production of the artwork. Teachers also liaised with the church and other parties to secure the students’ safety during excursions and throughout the project. We understand that our role is to listen to student’s voice. Assistance will only be offered when need arises. This will always be our direction and belief.
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